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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribvute information on 
aeroneutics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, 
National Guard, and others connected with aviation. 


Publishers are authorized to reprint material appearing herein, except 
that portion of the News Letter beginninz with Notes from the Fields. 
---000--- 


THE EARLY DAYS OF THE AIR CORPS IN HAWAIT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Here is a tale that should make old timers look back with a feeling of 
security: 

Nine flying officers, one decrepit seaplane that none of them could fly 
and a ground officer in command! This sounds like a tale from Central 
America or Tonga or Timbuctu. But it isn’t. It describes the 6th Aero 
Squadron as it existed on the beach at Fort Kamehameha in 1918. This was re- 
vealed when lir. B.A. Moeller, now an official of the Standard Oil Co. in 
Hawaii, congratulated the 5th Composite G:oup on its 13th birthday and there- 
by revealed that he was the ground oificer in command of that squadron when 
its equipment consisted of one seaplane that nobody there could fly. 

Mr. Moeller went to the Sth Aero Souadron as Supply Officer in 1918. 
Describing the first inter-island flight, made in May or June, 1918, by 
Major Harold Clark, he related: 

"The ship was a two-pontoon, single motored (I think with an OX5 motor), 
and the Major had her so loaded down with a sea anchor, a boat hook, spare 
snark plugs, tools, rope, food and other miscellaneous items, besides her 
maximum capacity fuel load, that with his weight and the weight of his crew 
chief, “he was afraid he couldn't get her off the water if I added my weight 
to her. So I had the pleasure of being dumped on the wharf at Kamehameha 
and watching the start of this 'Famed! flight. 

"As far as I know, this was the first inter-island flight undertalcen 
and, not knowing exactly what might come up, it can be imagined that Major 
Clark took along everything in the way of tools, etc., that might be needed 
in emergency. The old shio was sure loaded dowmm. However, they made good 
time to Maui, where the peoyle gave them a royal time, it being remembered 
that this ship was the first to reach that point under its om power. 

"I feel that the royal time on Maui was what caused the crash later over 
on Hawaii, because it was around three o'clociz in the afternoon before the 
ship got away for Hawaii, and on reaching that island the weather was bad, 
being cloudy and fogsy. As it was settinzs rather late in the evening, the 
Major started across country rather than following the coastline, and this 
is where his 'pilikid' cue fa. (Mistake, hard luck or what have you). 

"We had no instruments in those days, and the Major was flying blind in 
the clouds and fog, The old ship was pretty well loaded down and he cowldn't 
get her up very high, so you can imagine the fun he was having. He didn't 
know just where he was and up in the mountains at that, with darkness coming 
on and fuel running low. So he looked for a nice big tree and let her settle 
dorm. Well, it took four days for him and his crew chief to get out and find 
civilization." 

As Supply Officer, Lieut. Moeller was responsible for the plane. His 
letter tells how he finally got through a "survey" and dropped the plane from 
the records. This left the squadron with one seaplane instead of two. But 
that was only the beginning of his troubles. For the letter goes on: 

"During the latter part of July, 1918, the resular transport came in 
and without a word from anywhere a first lieutenant and eight second lieuten- 
ants dropped in with orders to report for duty to the squadron. Well, I was 
senior to the first lieutenant and retained command. These fellows, all 
— youngsters, had received their flying training dow in Texas, but that 

S about all they knew about the service.....Anyway, here were nine flying 
pea none of whom had ever been wp in a seaplane, and the squadron com- 
mander a 'cround officer! with about as much Imovledge of flying as nothing. 

"Finally we sot up enough nerve, and one of the lieutenants, who was 
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somewhat older than the rest and who had some flying experience in civil life, 
took the old I=9 up and got the feel of her, after which he gave the others 
their instruction. 

"We had one ship and nine men to do flying, so you can imagine how we 
petted that old tub to keen her going. Fifteen mimtes each man each morning 
was the limit for flying. If they had crashed her they would have done their 
flying on bdlackboards and with books, so you can understand how they cared for 
her. One morning, when they thought I wasn't around, they took her over Pearl 
Harbor and I looked up just in time to see one of them loop her, somethin; 
which was strictly forbidden. kecause, being a seaplane, she was naturally 
clumsy, and we just could not take a chance on having a crash. You can imagine 
what Mister So-and-So got when he landed." 

The letter goes on to tell about the removal to Iukxe Field and the arrival 
of better planes. It will form a valuable part of the files of the 5th Com- 
posite Group, now 13 years old. 

~~~000--= 


MOSQUITO HUNTING IN HAWAII 


Believe it or not, there are no mosquitoes to be found on the Island of 
Oahu - that is, not many. At least, such is the experience of those who re- 
cently conducted mosquito-hunting experiments in the Hawailen Islands. ne 
18th Composite Wing, cooperating with the Territorial Board ot Agriculture and 
Forestry, flew over 270 miles in pursuit of this insidious pest, without find- 
ing a single one! 

The purpose of these experiments was to discover if the mosquitoes that 
breed in the swamps on the windward side of the Island follow the trade winds 
across the mountains to Honolulu. A svecial trap, consisting of a series of 
screens coated with a saturated solution of resin in castor oil, and so arrang- 
ed that these screens could be exposed to the air individually, was mounted in 
the front gunner's cockpit of a Bomber. 

Iuke Field was assigned to conduct these experiments. Lieuts, Fred S. 
Stocks and Charles G. Williamson piloted the "Bugchaser" on this series of 
missions. These pilots reported that flying in chase of mosquitoes was very 
enjoyable, as for once in a lifetime the rules were suspended and that popular 
outdoor sport known as “hedge-hopping" was allowed. 

In the 270 miles covered, which involved about six hours! flying time, | 
it is estimated that approximately 1,425,600 cubic feet of air passed through 
the trap plates. Five separate flights were made - three by day and two at 
night. "Perhaps," adds the News Letter Correspondent, "the appearance of a 
six-ton Bomber, with its two 575 horsepower engines thundering, frightened the 
mosquitoes so badly that they disappeared back to the swamps. It is believed, 
however, that the experiment was successful in every respect. The data gained 
bears out the theory that mosquitoes do not fly to any considerable altitude 
above ground, and that by reason of lack of endurance cannot fly any great dis- 
tance from their breeding grounds. 

All of which points to the fact that the mosquito is purely a local prob- 
lem one that he does not stray very far from home in his short but bothersome 
life. 

~---000--- 


ENLISTED FLYERS IN HAWAII 


Of the 27 enlisted men holding aeronautical ratings in the Army Air Corps, 
six are on duty in Hawaii, as follows: Master Sergeants Sarmel J. Davis, John 
L. Waugh, Bernard Wallace, Arvin E. Miller, Chester ¥. Colby and Staff Sergeant 
Maurice if. Beach. Staff Sergeant Beach recently completed active duty as a 
Reserve Officer, serving 18 months at Fort Crockett after completing his ad- 
vanced flying course at Kelly Field. Master Serzeant Miller holds a "Lighter- 
than-Air" pilot's rating. The six enlisted men have flow a total of 10,837 
hours, or at an average of 1,814 hours each. Master Sergeant Colby, who has 
14 years' service, is one of the oldest pilots in the Army. He has flow 
4,021 hours, almost twice as many hours as the next hizhest, Master Sergeant 
Bernard Wallace, who has 2,171 hours to his credit. 
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ENLISTED MEN'S QUARTERS COMPLETED AT 
WHEELER FIELD 












| The progress of Air Corps construction 

on'the Island of Oahu has been most 
satisfactory. Out on the Leilema 
vlains, the Wheeler Field constructim 
for aviation has been going forward 
eadily. 











a The four Air Corps barracks to 
—— i “~szhouse the "Composite Group" at 
a Wheeler Field were completed June l, 
ated 1932. These barracks will house 600 


men = two of them having a capacity of 100 men each and the remaining two having 
a capacity of 200 men each. 

The plans for these buildings were developed in the construction division 
of the Department Crartermaster at Fort Shafter, T.H., and mark a departure in 
some respects from the tyne of barracks heretofore constructed by the War De- 
partment. The buildings are of reinforced concrete frame, floor and roof con- 
struction inclosed with hollow cement tile and finished in stucco. They are 
three stories in height, the smaller having a ground area of 75 x 92 feet, and 
the larger having a ground area of 75 x 181 feet. The motif of the design is 
Spanish. The stucco is a subdued tint of buff, and color contrast is secured 
by red tile roof, apple green trim and polychrome panels in the tower-like cor- 
ners of the buildings. The structures are screened throughout. The flat con- 
crete roof serves as a ceiling for the woper floor and is insulated against 
temperature changes. ‘The roofs are of five »ly built up felt and gravel. Oil 
burning heaters supply hot water throughout the buildings, and chilled drinking 
water is supslied on each floor. 

The mMildings are located north of the hangars and are separated from them 
by a wide driveway. They are accessible from all sides by similar driveways. 
Kitchen waste is evacuated from platforms adjacent to the side roads. 

Kitchen equipment hes been made complete in every detail. All shelving 
and racks are of galvanized steel. Kitchen tables are cf monel metal. Mechan- 
ical dish washers have been provided, as well as mechanical refrigerators, oil 
burning ranges and portable fond bins. The dining rooms adjavent to kitchens 
will be fitted up for mecorn cafeteria service. 

The organization admiuistrative offices, recreation rooms and large store- 
rooms are: located on the iover floors. Smaller storerooms with metal inclos- 
ures and shelving are located on the upper floors, where also are located the 
dormitories, toilet rooms, barber shops, tailor shops and writing rooms. 

The labor for the work was suprlied chiefly from Honolulu. Crushed sand, 
concrete tile, cement pipe and prepared stucco were furnished locally. No delay 
was experienced in carrying out the work, the contractor completing same three 
months before the expication of his contract time. The contract included not 
only the buildings, but the adjacent roadways, concrete walks, drains, sewer, 
water and electric services. The character of the work was satisfactory in 
every detail, and credit is due the contractor for this accomplishment. 

Acid color stain was adopted for the floors of the recreation rooms and 
for securing certain exterior color effect in the concrete. 

~---000--— 


Of late, Lieut. Deerwester, Squadron and Post Ingineering Officer, 30th 
Service Squadron, Mather Field, Calif., has been conducting some interesting 
experiments. It seems that several pilots on the field complained of gas fumes 
in the cockpits of the P-12E airplanes. In order to determine the nature of 
these fumes and the amount of Ganger undergone by a pilot, Lieut. Deerwester 
has been flying around with guinea pigs placed in various parts of the airplane. 
For the benefit of pilots at other fields, he wishes to state that he does not 
carry guinea pigs as mascots; he carried them for experimental purvoses only. 
The guinea pigs after éach flight were turned over to the medical authorities 
for examination. 

Lieut. Deerwestor has also tried his hand at sky writing. Ordinarily 
"Heinie" smokes a muchly advertised brand of cigarettes, but on the day in 
question he was smoking candles. While doing some airdrome flying, one of the 
smoke candles in the head-rest compartment of a P-12E ignited. No damage was 
done to the ship. 
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STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


NEW CLASS of 111 students reported for training at the Air Corps Ad- 
vanced Flying School on July Ist and began flying on July 6th. ‘The 
nev class consists of one officer from the Guatemalan Army; 45 second 
lieutenants, members of the June, 1951, graduating class of the U.S. 
Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.; 58 Flying Cadets (including 7 holdovers 
from the wrevious class); 5 Air Corps noncommissioned officers training in 
grade, and two Chinese students who are taking a special observers' course. 

The students who graduated from Randolph Field in June and were transferred 





to Kelly Field are listed 


Charles T. Arnett 
Milton W. Arnold 
Royden E. Beebe, Jr. 
William J. Bell 
Gordon A. Blake 
Wendell W. Bowman 
Daniel F. Callahan, Jr. 
Carl W. Carlmark 
Gunnard W. Carlson 
Joseph F. Carroll 
James B. Corbett 
Carl F. Damberg 
Charles F. Densford 
Charles B. Dougher 
Marcellus Duffy 


William W. Amorous 
William T. Bogen 
Joseph D. Caldara 
Clayton B. Claasen 
Claire B. Collier 
Marcus F. Cooper 
Quinn M. Corley 
Charles A. Cowing 
Harry Crutcher, Jr. 
Harold E. Dahl 

Cecil Darnell 

Charles M.Dittrich,Jr. 
George A. Doole, Jr. 
James R. Ducrest 
Samiel 3. Eisenmann,Jr. 


below, as follors: 
Second Lieutenants 

Robert E.L. Easton 
John A. Feagin 
Robert F. Fulton 
John C. Gordon 
Russell H. Griffith 
Louis A. Guenther 
George F. Hartman 
John T. Helms 
Earle W. Hockenberry 
David W. Hutchison 
Arthur R. Kerwin, Jr. 
Lester L. Kunish 
Robert M. Lee 
Raymond T. Lester 
A.d. McVea 

Flying Cadets 
James W. Furlow 
Edward H. Gavin 
John Gebelin, Jr. 
Laurel J. Gephart 
Lars J. Halverson 
Harold D. Harmon 
Lester S. Harris 
Donald R. Hutchinson 
Earl D. Johnson 
Edwin A. Joyce 
Josenvh J. Kelley 
Leonard P. Kleinoeder 
Charles H. Lesesne, Jr. 
Horace H.Manchester,Jr. 
Clark L. Miller 








Paul G. Miller 
Henry K. Mooney 
Ernest Moore 

Devid NV. Motherwell 
Hilbert F. Muenter 
Jolin R. Skeldon 
Jacob E. Smart 

Dean C. Strother 
Robert A. Stunkard 
Edward J. Timberlake, Jr. 
Gerald E. Williams 
Hoyt D. Williams 
Richard H. Wise 
Donald N. Yates 
Millard C. Young 


Russell I. Oppenheim 
Bruce C. Pettigrew 
Everett C. Plummer 
Harry N. Renshaw 
Craven C. Rogers 
Stuart E. Rutherford 
Morris H. Shedd 
Willian J. Sindo 
Arthur H. Skaer, Jr. 
Richard B. Stophlet 
Charles W. Stouff 
Iuther W. Sweetser, Jr. 
Orville E. Tibbs 
Richard F. Vavrina 
Donald N. Wackwitz 





Jevhtha W. Fator 
Vincent Ford 


Frank N. Meyers Clyde H. Wood, Jr. 
Dolf E. Muehleisen Raymond C. Woodward 


Noncommissioned Officers Training in Grade 
Master Sgt. Julius A. Kolb Tech. Sgt. Raymond Stockwell 
Staff Sgt. Arthur Hanson Staff Sgt. Ancel Lovvorn 

Sergeant Charles C. Cunningham 
Foreicn Student 
lst Lieut. Nicholas H. de Leon, Guatamala 
A new schedule of hours went into effect with the beginning of training 
for the new class. Flying begins at 6:00 a.m. and ends at 10:00 a.m., and 
ground school begins at 10:30 a.m. and ends at 1:00 p.m. 
---000~—— 








The Sth Composite Group celebrated its 13th Anniversary on May 18th. Major 
General Briant H. Wells, Commanding the Hawaiian Department, arrived at Like 
Field at 11:50 a.m., and presented medals and trovhies to the outstanding ath- 
letic stars of the current season. The new baseball diamond was opened in the 
afternoon. Major Maxwell Kirby, Commanding Officer of the Group, pitched the 
first ball at the opening game of the Sector-Navy League between Iuke Field and 
their ancient rivals, Fort Kamehameha. ‘The home team-showed considerable 
ae promise and outclassed the Fort Kamehameha team, the final score 

ing oi. 
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WEST POINT GRADUATES DETAILED T0 THE AIR CORPS 




















Ad- 
The LIGHTLY over 25 percent of the class which graduated from the United 
>cond , States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y., last June, was detailed to 
1.8. 4) the Air Corps for flying training. Under War Department orders re- 
3 ' cently issued, 68 of the 258 West Point craduates are under orders to 
proceed to Randolph Field, Texas, upon or before the expiration of 
their present leave of absence. 
erred These 68 students received commissions in the various nines of the 
Army, except the Air Corps, ‘as follows: Corps of Mngineers, 2; Signal Corns, 1; 
Infantry, 35; Cavalry, 5; Coast Artillery, 13; Field Artillery, 14. Under the 
polig of the War Devartment, based upon the provisions of the Air Cords Act, 
ay roved July 2, 1923, no officers are eliztible for permenent commissions in 
the Air Corps-unless they are graduates of both the Air Corps Primary and Ad- 
vanced, Flying Schools. <A year of intensive flying training is ahead of these 
West. Point graduates to whom aviation presented a svecial appeal, i.e., an 
eight’ montis! >rimary and basic course at Randol»h Field, and a four months! 
course at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas. 
It is now eleven years since the wolicy was inaugurated of detailing West 
_ Point graduates to the Air Corps for flying training. During this time, a total 
, of 648 West Fointers were accented for detail, viz: 1922, 16; 1923, 51; 1924, 
61; 1925, 42; 1926, 15; 1927, 50; 1928, 77; 1929, 110; 1950, 86; 1921, 89; 
1932,. 63. 
The newly cormissioned 2nd Lieutenants ,who will begin flying training 
'this coming fall, are enumerated below, as follows: 
Corps of Enrineers Field Artillery Infantry 
Julian D. Abell Frank L. Howard William G. Beard 
Allen F. Clark, Jr. James #. Thompson, Jr. Harvey H. Fischer 
. Signal Corps Loren B, Hillsinger Robert H. Terrill 
Kenneth F. Zitzman John P. McConnell Samuel A. Daniel 
Cavalry Walter P. Goodwin James L. Massey 
Charles E. Anderson Dwight E. Beach Tnomas C. Darcy 
Charles M. Iseley Ray J. Stecker Clifford H. Rees 
Sam H. Wiseman Curtis A. Schrader Arnold L. Schroeder 
_ John R. Sutherland Harvey P. Huglin Eugene P. Mussett 
Byram. A. Bunch George D. Campbell, Jr. Edward W. Suarez 
Coast Artillery William R. Huber Faul D. Bunker, Jr. 
Stanley R. Stewart Gordon W. Seaverd Walden B. Coffey 
James H. Cunningham, Jr. David H. Kennedy Joe HE. Golden 
Howard R. Martindell., Edwin G. Simenson Frank G. Jamison 
Byron L. Paize ’ Infantry Harry C. Quartier 
Torgils G; Wold Joe W. Kelly Harley WH. Trice 
Leo P. Dahl Daniel S. Caimbell Harold E. Shaw 
Robert D. Glassturn Kenneth 5. Hobson Robert L. Carver 
Walter A. Rude Hunter Harris, Jr. Romulus W. Puryear 
Robert L. Williams,Jr. William H. Maguire John G. Coughlin 
John J. Hutchison Kenneth E. Tiffany William M. Garland 
Stephen M. Mellnik Nicholas E. Powell Thomas C. Morgan 
Donald L. Hardy Andrew Meulenbers James W. Gurr 
Robert F. Moore Erskine Clark . Robert L. Scott, Jr. 
—-—— O00 m= ee ee 
| FAST FLIGHT BETWEEN S.LLFRIDGE FIELD AND SAN ANTONIO 
| Captain Audrey 3. Ballard and lst Lieut. Harlan T. McCormick, both members 
of the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridse Field, Mich., completed a long cross- 
jor country trip in extremely fast time from San Antonio, Texas, to Selfridge Field 
% | on July l2th. Flyince stock Boeing Pursuit vlanes, one a Pel2E ana the other a 
he Fe12C, they completed the lonz grind of 1290 miles in eight hours and fifteen 
5 | minutes, averaging for the whole distance a speed cf 155 miles per hour. 
and | "For stock airplanes this is believed to establish a record for a south 


to north trip," says the News Letter Corresyondent. 
the way, one at Muskogee, Oklahoma, and the other at Scott Field, 


Illinois. 
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Two stops were made alone 
Belleville, 
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OFFICERS DETAILi£D TO THE AIR CORFS TACHNICAL SCHOOL 



























ES The Air Corps Technical School, Chanute 
.~ Fiela, Rantoul, Ill., is making preparations 
to accommodate this coming fall a total of 
41 officers wno, according to War Department 
orcers recently issued, are scheduled to report 
to the Commandant of this School not later than 

October lst next for duty as students. Of these 
seems, 41 Air Corps officers, 17 will pursue the 

© course in Aircraft Armament, 2 in Aerial 
, Photography, 12 in Airplane Mainten- 
ance Engineering, and 10 in Commnica- 
tions, viz: 

Aircraft Armament: lst Lieut. Charles 

G. Pearcy, Kelly Field, Texas; lst Lit. 

Bernard A. Bridget, end Lieuts. George 

R. Acheson, Edward H. Alexander, James 

L. Daniel, Jr., William H. Doolittle, 

Max H. Warren, Randolph Field, Texas; 

lst Lieuts. William Turnbull, Fort 

Bragg, N.C.; John F. Giillett, end Lt. 
James P. Newberry, Brooks Field, Texas; 

2nd Lieuts. Howard G. Bunker, Rockvell 

Field, Calif.; Leon R. Brownfield, Fort 

Benning, Ge.; Ralph 0. Brownfield, 
Douglas M. Kilpatrick, Jr., Lang}ey 
Field, Va.; Frank F. Everest, Jr., Fort 
“\) Crockett, Texas; Charles G. 
Goodrich, Mitchel Field, N.Y., and 
Stuart G. McLennar,Scott Field,Ill. 

Photogranhy: end Lieuts. Kenneth 
C. Brown, Crissy Field, Calif.; 
Merlin I. Carter, Marshall Field, 
Kansas. 

Communications; lst Lieuts. Wm. 
: L. Ritchie, Fort Sill, Qcla.; 
Manning E. Tillery, Randolph Field, Texas; 2nd Lieuts. Thurston H. Baxter, Wn. 
B, Blaufuss, George W. McGregor, Elmer J. Rogers, John T. Sprague, Lloyd H. 
Watnec, Randolyh Field; Harry G. Montgomery, Jr., Langley Field; Edgar A. 
Sirmyer, Jr., Scott Field. 

Airplane Maintenance Mngineerinz: 2nd Lieuts. Samuel E. Anderson, Mitchel 
Field; Theodore M. Eolen, Selfridge Field, Mich.; Joseph A. Bulger, Scott 
Field; Oscar F. Carlson, Clarence D. Wheeler, Franklin C. Wolfe, Randolph 
Field; Reuben Kyle, Jr., Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Douglas T. Mitchell, Fort 
Sill; Charles Sommors, Brooks Field; Robert M. Kraft, A.J. Kerwin Malone and 
Dyke F. Meyer, Chanute Field. 
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NEW OFFICERS' CLUB FOR THE 18TH PURSUIT GROUP 


; The new Officers' Club for the 18th Pursuit Group, Schofield Barracks ,T.#., 
is at last ready for the critical eyes of all. pavel since suitable to the 
peretten atmosphere have been installed and, says the News Letter Corresvondent, 
" gs hea of our guests so far seems to be most sincere. One of the high- 
on 7 ) the decorative scheme is a large oil painting which hangs over the 
pe a ace in the lounge. This was especially painted for the Club by Howard 
es cock, one of the best known Island artists. The composition is an Oa 
landscape painted as if viewed from the air. It devicts a point of beach with 
its characteristic palm trees, and the rest is sea and sky, done in all the 
colors which are S0 typical of the islands. In the center of a shaft of sun- 
oe iacmeae airplane, symbolical of our branch of the service. 
S beautiful painting was presented to the Club by Mrs. Zz . 

seers of Honolulu, as a memorial to her nephew, the late iteat’ Geoned book 

ie «a Licut. Baker, Honolulu-born Army priot, was killed March 22, 1931, when 
; 8 cing snip failed to come out of a dive while on an Aloha flight for a 

+ gel ing transport. _The official opening of the building was held on. July 
— when a tea was given for all officers and ladies of Gas Hawaiian Depart- 


~305- V-6315, A.C. 





| 
| 
t 














ute 
ions 
of 


ort 


cas; 
Tell 
Fort 


Fort 


Eile 
sth 


Iie 


Wm, 


hel 


cr 


T.H., 


ent, 


C. 

















et HOTTY ESO 





FPURSUITERS RETURN FROM CHICAGO TOURNAMENT 


HE First Pursuit Group just recently returned to its home station at 
Selfridge Field, Mich., after having spent twelve days at Chicago 
taking part in the George Vashington Pi-Centennial Military Tourna- 

' ment. There was a triple reason for the participation of the Group 
in this mammoth military tournament ~ a military, patriotic and charity reason. 
In a military sense, the intensive flying at Chicago fitted in with the train- 
ing program of the Group; in a patriotic sense the military demonstrations hon- 
ored the memory of our first President, and it was in the name of charity that 
the gate receipts to the Toxrrnament were dedicated to Army Relief and Chicage 
unemployed. 

The Group flew to Chicago on June 24th and established a base for flying 
operations at the Curtiss-Reynolds Airport, together with the 15th Observation 
Squadron from Scott Field, Ill. Quarters for pilots and mechanics were fur- 
nished by Fort Sheridan, Two flishts a day, one at noon and one in the even- 
ing, were made from June 25th to July 6th, except for Sundays. 

Favorable flying weather prevailed during the entire two weeks, and no 
untoward ‘ncidents marred the programs. Major G.E. Brower, Commander of the 
Group, had one near accident which ended happily.. The motor of his XP-955 low 
wing Boeing cut out at an altitude of 3,009 feet and refused to start again 
until the ship had glided to within 200 feet of the surface of te Michigan. 
By that time the Major had gotten all set for a good wetting, but to his great 
satisfaction and relief the motor wicked up in time. 

Two days after the Group had returned to Selfridge, Major-General Frank 
Parker, the Commending General of the 6th Corps Area, flew to Selfridge Field 
to compliment and personally thank the Group for its military offering, hich 
morale and excellent flying while at Chicago. He read to the Group several 
letters from prominent men and a newspaper editorial, all of hich lauded the 
accomplishments and showing of all the units which took part in the Tournament. 
on 000-—— 


COLONEL KIRTLAND DiFARTS FROM LANGLEY FIELD 


Colonel Roy C. Kirtland, Air Corps, who reigned over the destinies of 
Langley Field, Va., for the past two years, turned over the duties of Command- 
ing Officer of the Lower Feninsula Air Corps Station to Colonel Clarence C. 
Culver on July 13th. The evening before, at the historic Chamberlain Hotel at 
Qld Point Comfort, Va., Colonel Kirtland was tendered a stag farewell party 
with the entire commissioned personnel of Langley Field atiending. From the 
dinner party at the Chamberlain, the large gathering moved to the Officers! 
Club at Langley Field for the finel get-together with the departing C.O. 

Chaplain Walter K. Lloyd performed in the role of Master of Ceremonies, 
and Major Herbert A. Dargue, Commanding the Second Bombardment Group, acted in 

he capacity of spokesman for the officers of Langley Field. In a short ‘ut 
fitting speech, appropriate for the special occasion, Major Dargue expressed 
Sincere resret at the Colonel's departure and yaid tribute to the former Com- 
Mandant of Langley Field, pointing to the vast improvement which has taken 
place during his two years' administration. "From an ordinary war-time mili- 
tary resorvation to one of the most beautiful and >icturesque Army posts in 

he country has Langley Field grow under the close supervision of our popular 
Colonel Kirtland," is the way Major Dargue feelincly expressed himself. 

The occasion was made very touching by numerous songs with all the offi- 
cers lending their vocal ability. "Should Auld Acouaintance Be Forgnt," brought 
tears to the eyes of the many stalwart officers formerly under his command. 
With a fond farewell to cach individual officer, Colonel Kirtland departed for 
his new station at the Second Corps Area Headquarters, Governors Island, N.Y. 

a OU Omen 


The 70th Service Squadron, March Field, Calif. , held its Organization Day 
om June 27th, The Squadron, commanded by Cant. Gilbert Collar, was two years 
Old on that date. A now floor in the squadron day room was coincidently dedi- 
cated by a dance, followed by a buffet supper and refreshments during the even- 
ing. During the forenoon, a baseball game was played between the married and 
Single men. The newly opened swimming pool was cranmed to capacity for races 


and other water contests. Tennis matches were also indulged in. 2 
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FORMATION OF BOMBERS FLIES IN ARIZON\GRAND CATYON 





rs HE 9th Bombardment Squadron, stationed at March Field, Riverside, 
alif., climaxed the training of the Fiscal Year on June 29th and 
20th by a very interesting flight throuch the Grend Canyon of Arizona 
in their Keystones. The many wierd tales of the tricky wind currents 
found in the Canyon niowed the curiosity of Cartain H.D. Smith, the 
Squadron Operations Officer. 

Taking es guests Major McNaraey, Commanding Officer of the 7th Bombardment 
Group, and five news reel and feature service cameramen, Captain Smith led the 
Squadron up and down the Canyon several times, 1,000 feet below the rim. Three 
free lance ships accommodated the cameramen, while the remaining six maintained 
close formation. And wind currents there were! Ths eir surged over both edzes 
of the Canyon, met in the middle, and rose rapidly, toying the ships upward 
with it. One camera ship, flying slightly lower than the formation as it pass- 
ed over the rim, was suddenly caught in the clutches of a down current. 

Staff Serzeant J.D. Meeks, of the 23rd Photo Section, riding in the rear 
of the fuselage, had some big stories to tell about this particular "bump." 

"I was bending over to pick up a camera," he said, "when I suddenly saw the 
floor of the ship drop from under me. There I was, floating helplessly in mid 
air. That awful, vacant sensation passed over me, and then the ceiling over- 
took me, and I was pressed firmly against it - lyin on my back on the ceiling, 
Then, just as suddenly, the floor came up and gently settled itself beneath 
me. ‘The camera had been lifted from the floor and set back upside down." 
Although Sergeant Meeks had no witnesses with him to prove the truth of his 
tale, the other members of the crew vouched for the fact that there was really 
a severe drop which made them grab straps aud bars to keep from being left 
suspended over the Canyon without means of support. 

Except for this one instance, no serious trouble was exnerienced in flying 
through the Canyon. Landing at the Canyon Airport, the officers and men were 
taken by bus to the rim, where they spent the night, returning the next day to 
March Field. 





——= 000——= 
MACON, GA. PLAYS HOST TO 49TH COMBARDMENT SQUADRON 


Nine Keystone Bombers, 18 officers and 9 enlisted men departed from 
Langley Field, Va., July Zlst, for Macon, Ga., where they were the »rincipals 
in the christening of one of the large Keystone Bombers of the 2nd Bombardment 
Group "The City of Macon, Georgie." 

Captain Zugene L. Eubanks, Commanding Officer of the 49th Bombardment 
Squadron, commanded the flight, and Captain Robert Olds, Operations Officer of 
the end Sombardment Group, reoresented Major Herbert A. Dargue, Group Command- 
er, in the flight. ‘he christening took place at 3:50 ».m., at Miller Field, 
an elaborate ceremony heving been arranged by officials of the city government 
of Macon and by the Chamber of Commerce of that city. The Squadron returned 
to Langley Field the following afternoon. 

The purpose of this tactical mission and christening is far reaching, and 
has more significance than is readily seen. At present, Langley Field is the 
sole air force unit on the Atlantic seaboard and is exxected to be in contact 
with the entire seacoast from Maine to Florida. ‘The post is so situated that, 
should it be necessary to mobilize at any place on the Atlantic coast, same 
could be accomplished within 24 hours. With this aim and purpose in view, per- 
sonal contacts are bein.; made with every airport suitable for landing of Army 
formations on the coast and in nearby inland cities. By such visits it is 
hoped to gain the cooperation of practically every airport within a radius of 
Langley Field and so estatlish "bases" all along the coast which can be util- 
ized at any time either in case of emergency or in carrying out the regularly 
prescribed training course of the Air Corps. This joint tactical and christen- 
ing was arrenged in order that the personnel of the Group may become more fa- 
miliar with Macon Airport, adjacent territory and airways enroute. 

Officers representing the 49th Squadron at this christening were Major 
RLF. Weldon, M.C., Flight Surgeon; Captains Eugene L. Eubanks, commending the 

Squadron; Robert Olds, Operations Officer, 2nd Bomb. Grown; L.H. Dunlap, Com 
manding the 59th Service Squadron, lst Lieut. A.L. Harvey; 2nd Lieuts. J.H. 
Ives; H.Q. Huglin; C.G. Foxworth; E.L. Todd; J.A. McAnulty; D. Kilpatrick, T.J. 
Miller; R.L. Waldron, R.B. Collins; H.P. Dellinger, R.0.S. Akre, W.D. Harrison 
and R.C. Huches. 
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THE T2-3 AIRSHIP CAR 

3; By: P.B. Smith, Lighter-thaneAir Unit, Wright Field 
elivery:is: about. to be nade of the second TE-3 airship car developed by 
the Air: Corps for use with small type non-rigid airships employed in 
Lighter~thamAir training operations. This car is of tubular steel con- 
struction and designed especially for an internal suspension system that 
differs from the conventional suspension arrangement for non-rigid airship in 
that the car is rigged close to the bottom of the envelope and all cables sus- 
pending the car are contained within the envelope and therefore not exposed to 
air flow with its attendant drag. 

The entire front of the car and practically all the siding is of transparent 
materiel which affords extremely good vision from any position within the car. 
This is very desirable since the car is to be used for training purposes, for 
which reason a dual control system has been provided throughout. The flight con- 
trol arrangement for airships differs from that of heavier-than-air craft to the 
extent that two pilots are usually employed in handling the airship, one of whom 
is responsible for the altitude and pressure control, whereas the other is con- 
cerned with the directional control equipment which keeps the airship to its 
course. 

In the TE-3 car the tro pilot uncies are located in the extreme front, side 
by side, and the airship can be completely controlled from either position. The 
conventional air inflated pontoon used for landing purnoses has been omitted in 
favor of a landing wheel, vhich has been found of considerable advantage in the 
operation of the smaller tyves of non-rigid airships. Another feature of consi- 
derable interest is the engine platform which, then not in use, is actually part 
of’ the car siding, but is so arranged that it may be released and swung downward, 
thus serving as a platform won which the engines may be insnected or repaired 
while in flight. ‘Two air-cooled 70 horsepower ergines are installed, one on 
each side of the car, capable of giving a speed of 55 miles per hour to the air- 
ship. Two engines are employed in all non-rigii airships, except the very 
smallest, as a safety feature for maintainins pressure in the airship envelope, 
which is accomplished by means of air scoops in the slipstream of each propel- 
ler. Thus, in case of the failure of one engine, pressure and therefore the 
rigidity of the envelope can still be maintained, as well as forward speed, the 
latter of secondary consideration, however, from the point of view of engine 
failure on airships. 

The TES car will be ins stalled on an airship envelope now being prepared 
at Scott Field, Ill., where it will be used for Lighter-than-Air training opera- 
tions. ' 





---000--~ 
SURVEY OF FLYING FIELDS IN HAWAII | 


In sine with the annual inspection required of all ungarrisoned military 
reservations under the jurisdiction of the Department Commander, two Inter- 
Island flights were performed, one in May and the other in June, by Lieut.-Col. 
=. Gerald C. Brant, 
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’ continued and included the Islands of Kaui and Niihau. Inspectimof the new 
Territorial field at Lihue and Sanborn Field at Hanalei was also included. 

The emergency fields on Molokai, Upolu Point and South Cape are in good con- | 
dition. It is hoped in the near future to develop an additional field on the 
south end of Molokai. ‘The new field at Kalaupapa, on the Island of Molokai, was 
also inspected. One of the best landing fields on the Island of Hawaii is the 
Parker Ranch at Kamela. Fields for new development were also located on Hawaii, 
It is interesting to note some of the comments of the Wing Commander relative to 
the rapid development aviation has made since his last survey of emergency fly- 
ing fields in 1925. He states in part: 

"When I was here first seven years ago, there were only two good places to 
land in Hawaii + at the Parker Ranch and in the bottom of the volcano at Kilauea, 
I guess that was the only landing field in the world in a live volcano, but the 
big eruption threw rocks over the field and spoiled it. 

"In 1925, I landed a DeHaviland plane on the Island of Niihau, in connec- 
tion with the maneuvers then going on and caused a cattle stampede. However, 
the owners have since made provisions which eliminate this." 

=~ 000— we 


GENERAL MALONE INSPECTS LANGLEY FIELD 


Major-General Pavl B. Malone, Commanding General of the Third Corps Area, 
was 2 visitor for several days recently, when he was occupied in an inspection 
of the camp and post activities at Fortress Monroe and Langley Field, Va. At 
Fortress Monroe, the General addressed a large audience of 400 CMTC candidates, 
200 odd ROTC students, members of the Orsanized Resexve and personnel of the 
post. At Langley Field, he paid an informal visit and inspected post activities, 
the daily routine continuing during his brief stay. 

Accompanying Geueral Malone on his tour of inspection vas his Staff, as well 
-as Colonels Harold E. Cloke, Commanding the Tnird Coast Artillery District; Harry 
P. Newton, of the 917th Coast Artillery, anc Allen Smith, CMTC Officer for the 
Third Corps Area. 


fet to mee OD 0—we 


19TH AIRSHIP COMPANY ACTIVITIES 


The old Fort Eustis Balloon School has finally given up the ghost. The 
steel hangar from that station has been transferred to Lansley Field and is being 
erected on the west side of the airship hangar of the 19th Airship Company. This 
bailding fills a long felt need for a place of storage and operation of observa- 
tion and free balloons. This, along with the new heating system in the shops, a 
new heating plant, new heated machine shop, and new barracks has brought back 
the realization that there is a Santa Claus. 

The 19th Airship Company is installing a new radio station in the shop to 
replace the station in the main hangar. This station, to be knowm as Di-d, will 
be in operation as soon as masts can beerected. This installation is expected to 
increase the efficiency of an already efficient department of the Company. 

~~= 000mm 


HIGH SHOTS AT FORT SILL 


Aerial gunnery practice was completed at Fort Sill, Okla., on July 19th. All 
officers qualified as "Expert Aerial Gunner," with lst Lieut. Wm. L. Ritchie mak- 
ing high score in the pilot's course, scoring a total of 950 points. Second 
Lieut. Claire Stroh won honors in the. observer's course by scoring a total of 
1193 points. A summary of the scores made by all officers who participated fol- 
lows: Pilot's Course - total score ~ lst Lieut. Wm. L. Ritchie, 950; 2nd Lieut. 
D.T. Mitchell, 897; Captain F.H. Pritchard, 890; 2nd Lieut. C.-Stroh, 887. 

Observer's Course ~ total score =< 2nd Lieut. C. Stroh, 1193; Captain R.E. 
O'Neill , 1022; lst Lieut. Wm. L. Ritchie, 998; 2nd Lieut. D.T. Mitchell, 964; 
Captain F.H. Pritchard, 892. 

——= O00 Owner 


MajormGeneral Benjamin D. Foulois, Lieut.-Col. Jacob E. Fickel, Major Leslie 
MacDill, Captains Wm. J. Flood, Hugh Elmendorf and A.B. McDaniel spent several 
days at Wright Field early in July in conference with the Chief of the Materiel 
Division, a 
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INCREASED ACCURACY IN BOMBING 


. ; 
j £ } ECENTLY there eppeared in the News Letter an article contributed by 
| ' Langley Field, Va., in which, among other things, it was stated: 

pe "In the Bombing Matches held at Langley Field in 1929, the average 

Fonewonene! radial error, the distance from the point of fall of the bomb to the 

LY pin point center of the target, wes about 200 feet. An improve- 
pet: ment was shown in the 1930 Matches, the radial error being 

194.07. A still greeter improvement was shomm for 1931, a mt of 45 feet for 

an average error of 149.6 feet being the result of the observers. This shows a 

steady, though slow, improvement among the recognized cxpert bombers of the 

Army, the contestants in the Matches being the team having the highest score in 

each squadron." . | 

The News Letter Correspondent from Nichols Field, Rizal, P.1I., commenting 
on the above, states: 

"We noted with pleasure the article ... setting forth the gradual increase 
of accuracy in bombing obtained by the contestants who are the leading bombers 
of their respective bombardment squadron, in the yearly Bombardment and iechine 
Gun Me.tches held at Langley Fielc, Va., during the years 1929, 40 and dl. The 
28th Bombardnent Squadron wishes to cite the record obtained by their orgenize- 
tion during the training season 1932, not to reflect on the ability of the ex- 
pert bombers of the service, as they are called by the Langley Field corres- 
pondent, but to substantiate the conclusion that bombing accuracy is steadily 
improving. This improvement, we should realize, has not been the result of 
more accurate instrwients or superior equipment, as the materiel is identically 
the same used by Bombardment since 1925. More conscientious apolication and 
better understandins of bombing procedure has enabled Bombardment to steadily 
improve and overcome the increased error due to syeed and cross wind blowing. 
This in itself is an accomplishment to be proud of vy the active Bombardment 
personnel. 

Our entire officer personnel qualified as Expert Bomber. Eleven officers 
qualified with a score of 1800 or better, the remaining six scoring 17338 or 
more. The average probable radial error was 135.2 feet, ranging from the mini-~ 
mum of 94 to the highest, 174; only three being over 150, These figures cannot 
give the trae indication to such a fine record, considering that out of 500 
bombs dropped for record, only two defective bombs vere re-dropped. This is 
without question the best results obtained by an entire active squadron. The 
Squadron provoses to continue bombing practice from 13,000 to 15,000 feet when- 
ever weather conditions permit. ‘Two missions have already been flom at 13,000 
feet with encouraging results, with the results epproximately 80% of the scores 
at 8,000 feet. These higher altitudes necessitate a very careful check in 
every bomb, as the least irregularity, projection, or a slightly warped fin 
greatly affects their flight; as the practice bombs now used closely approxi- 
mate their terminal velocity, 675 feet per second, at these altitudes. 

Greater improvement in bombing accuracy is to be expected in the next fe 
years, as the projected bomb sights are exnected to give a minimum of instru- 
mental error at any predetermined altitude, antiquating our present system of 
scoring. 

The gunnery scores of this Squadron are also a matter that should be shared 
with the Air Corps at large. Seventeen officers qualified as Expert Gunners, 
one as Sharpshooter failing to qualify as Expert Gunner by a very small margin. 
This officer left for China before completion of his record bombing. As an ex- 
pert and Match runner-up two years back, his score, without question, would 
have boosted our averaze. 

The average score for bombing was 1519. ‘The average score for gunnery 
was 916," 

---000--= 


,_., captain V. L. Burge, Nichols Field, P.I., commanded a flight of three 
Omi9's on a Southern Island flizht recently. The pilots, in addition to Cans. 
Burge, were Lieuts. Wienecke end Eopright. Observers included Captain Reed, 
Lieut. Selway end Tech. Sgt. Freathy as mechanic. Landings were made at San 
Jose, Mindoro, Iloilo, Zamboangs, Jolo, Camp Keithley, the Del Monte Pineapple 
Plantation at Bulkidon in Mindanao, and Tecloben. Fine weather vas encountered 
except for the first day, ihheon- heavy rains forced the flight to return to San 
Jose for the night, when about half wey to Iloilo. The rest of the flight vas 
very interesting, and a visit was made to the Sultan of Sulu's Palace at Jolo. 
The Palace was destroyed by the recent typhoon. 
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INSIGNIA OF THE 34TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The War Department recently approved the following in- 
signia, hereinafter described, for the markings of airplanes 
of the 34th Pursuit aren: stationed at Marcr Wold, 
Riverside, Calif.: 

On and over a plate a”“conventionalized thunder-bird, 
displeyed bendivise with lightning flashes emitting from 
eyes and on the breast an inverted pyramid of three steps 
divided palewise of seven white and red. 

The 44th Pursuit Squadron, Air Corps, was originally organized in May,1917, 
at Kelly Field, Texas, as 2nd Company H of the Provisional School Scuadron. 
Soon after its designation was changed to the lst Company G In July, 1917,the 
designation was changed to “Ath Aero Squadron. The S4th Aero Scuadron served 
overseas from August 23, 1917, to May 26, 1919, es a construction squadron,and 
wes not engaged in combat. ‘The squadron was demobilized at Garden City, Long 
Island, New York, June 10, 1919. 

In 1925, the 34th Aero Squadron of the World War was reconstituted as an 
inactive unit and designated 34th Pursuit Squadron. In 1931, the Ath Pursuit 
Squadron was made active at March Field, California. 

Uncer the provisions of G.0. 16, 1921, as amended, and paragraph 11-b, 
A.R. 260-10, the 34th iursuit Squadron is entitled to a silver band for its 
guidon engraved "World War." 

The thunder-bird is used as a patron symbol of the 34th Pursuit Squadron. 
---000--— 


SIXTH CORPS AREA RESERVE CAMP 


Thirty-six Reserve orficers of the inactive list are now at Selfridge 
Field, Mich., for a two weeks' period of active duty, with ilajor Bedinger, A.C. 
a in command. Captain B.C. Whitehead, Air Corps, is Executive Officer, 
and has as his assistant Lieut. Emnett O'Donnell, Air Corps. ‘The equipment for 
the aa is of varied types - 2 PT+3A's, 3 P-120's, 4 P-GA's, 4 0-19's and one 
0-35 being usec. The improved housing facilities for both officers and emip- 
ment have ade this year's camp much more satisfactory than in past years. 

---000--—= 


GUNNERY AND BOMBING BY SECOND OBSERVATION SQUADRO} 


As a result of the aerial gunnery and bombing practice conducted by the 
end Observation Sceuadron, Nichols Field, P.I., during the training season enc- 
ing May 31, 1932, 10 of the 12 officers firing the Filot Course qualified as 
Expert, one as Sharpshooter and one failed to qualify. All of the six offi- 
cers who fired the Observers' Course qualified as Expert. 

--~000--~- 


PISTOL PRACTICE BY TEXAS GUARDMEI 


In the annual dismounted pistol practice of the 111th Observation Squadron, 
Texas National Guard, Houston, Texas, 22 officers com»leted the course, 13 of 
them qualifying. Sixty~three enlisted men finished the course, 22 qualifying. 

During July, a total of 135 hours! flying time was credited to the Squad- 
ron. The flying included the cavalry liaison detail, the Cuero mosaic mapping 
expedition, tow target end ground target »ractice, blind flying, navigetion 
problems, formation flying and City of Houston mosaic mapping flights. 

~---000--- 


The landing fields prepared by lst Lieut. Everett S. Davis, stationed at 
Nichols Field, F.I., are in excellent shane, with the exception of Camp Keithly, 
which is somewhat rough, but sufficiently lar-e for aay purpose. ‘he field at 
Cebu is not ready as yet. With its completion, the flight from Iloilo to 
Zemboangs. will be broken up and made more interesting. The field at Bukidon is 
excellent. It is 2,500 feet above sea level, and excellent facilities are 
available. It is worth anyone's time to visit the factory and watch the 
methods followed in the canning of pineapples. 
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DEATH OF LIEUT. H. C. MINTER 


tIL}} ARCH Field suffered a severe blow in the death of lst Lieut. Hugh C. 
Ae Minter, Air Corps, Commanding Officer of the 73rd Pursuit Squadron, on 
we“ July 8th, While leading his squadron in a spread-out formation, during 
which cross-over turns were being practiced, his ship collided with that of Lieut, 
John R. Merritt, Air Reserve. The latter made a safe landing with his parachute, 
sustaining minor injuries. Officers of the 73rd Pursuit Squadron, on July 10th, 
paid a fine trimte to their dead commander while the remains were being placed 
on the Union Pacific Golden State Limited. As the train left the Riverside sta- 
tion, the flight of Pursuit pilots accompanied it to the city limits and then 
returned to March. Field with saddened hearts. 

Lieut. Minter, who became a member of the Air Corps during the World War, 
was born at Redlends, Calif., December 24, 1898. After graduating from grammar 
and high schools, he attended the University of California for two years, 1916- 
1918, prenaratory to taking a legal course. In 1918, he enlisted in the Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps, end, after completing his ground school training at the 
School of Military Aeronautics, University of California, on August 24th, and 
serving for a period of one month at Camp Dick, Dallas, Texas, he was ordered 
to the Aerial Gunnery School at Selfridge Field, Mich., for training as a 
Pursuit observer. Upon the comaletion of this course, he was, on November le, 





1918, commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant and assigned to duty at Selfridge Field. 


In the following Jamzry, he was transferred to Kelly Field, Texas, where 
he served with various squadrons, and later attended the Air Service Mechanics 
School, completing the courses in motor overhaul and perachute rigging. Also 
while at this field he comleted his flying training, and was rated as “Airplane 
Pilot," effective Ochober 15, 1919. Lieut. Minter es appointed a 2nd Lieuten- 
and, Regular jrny, July 1, 1920. 

_ In the latter part of 1921, he was transferred to Mather Field, Calif., 
where he served as Supvly Cfficer, and also perticipated in forest fire patrol 
work corducted from that station. During tho remainder of his career with the 
Air Corts, Iicut. Minter served at France Field, Panama Canal Zone; Hrooks 
Field, Texas, and March Field, Riverside, Calif., his last station. 

The following tribute in verse, which appeared in the Riverside Daily 
Press, was contributed by Mrs. Retta E. Ewer in honor of the dead pilot: 


A vacant space is left in our ranks 
Since you took your last flight; 

A vacant place that breaks the ranks 
Since you took your last flight. 


A&A vacant space, when we assemble review, 
Since you took your last flight; 

A vacant space when we think of you, 
Since you took your last flight. 


A vacant chair, when the evening is done, 
Since you took your last flight; 
4 vacant heart and ae fatherless son, 
Since you took your last flight. 
~—= 000—=— 


THE AVERAGE FLYING CADET 


Statistics recently compiled by the Medical Division, Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps, covering a period of about four or five years, with regard 
given careful study with a view to ascertaining the law of-averazes in this J 
respect. The interesting fact was disclosed that the average cadet graduating 
from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, is 24 years of age, 5 ft. 
94 inches tall, weighs .155 pounds, has a pulse of 71, a blood pressure of 116, 
and a depth perception of 12. 

toe. ~--000——— 


The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics, paid 
& visit to Selfridge Field, July 26th and 27th, An eir review and inspection of 
ships and personnel on the line was staged on the morning of the 27th, after 
Which the Secretary flew to Oscoda to inspect the gunnery camp. _ 
Sie We6S15, A.C. 





Y  LYEUT. GORDON BECOMES MEMBER OF CATERPILLAR CLUB 


Second Lieut. John C. Gordon, a student officer. at Randolph Field, Texas, 
saved his life June 15th when he bailed out of his burning: basic training plane, 
about one mile north of Cibolo, Texas, and landed with his parachute, while his 
ship crashed and turned. Lieut. Gordon was practicing slow-rolls when his ship 
caught fire. He stated that on:previous rolls he had noticed gasoline spraying 

back into his face, and. the board of officers investigat~ 
ing the wreck came to the conclusion that the filler-cap 
had semchow bocome ynfastened. The ship he flew was a 
PT-12. He stated that he encountered a great ceal of 
difficulty in getting the belt loosened and estimated 
that he fell at least 1,000 feet before he could actually 
Clear the ship. This ship was equipped with the metal 
type belt. 

Lieut. Gordon was cut and scratched when he landed dow 
thru a bunch of mesquite trees. He was painfully burned 
on the legs, arms and face. A farmer rushed Lieut. 
Gordon to the Station Hospital, and the clmte was later 
retrieved from the trees. 

: "So far as feelings and reactions were concerned," 
Lieut. Gordon stated in his report, "the most. trying moments were while the © 
ship was diving, the flemes coming back on me and the belt would not come un- 
hooked. My decision was tiat the next best thing would be to stay up as long 
as possible, so I-pulled the ship out of the dive. To say the least, it was a 
marvelous relief wher. she ilames shifted awey from me. I then considered try~ 
ing to land bt found the fire still around the gas tank; my face and hands 
seriously burned. I was anxious to get away: from tue gas tank which might 
explode any instant. I had no fear of jumping. After the parachute opened, I 
was susvended in a vositicr. to watch the shi, cvash and explode. Everything 
seemed io move terribly slow. ‘That feeling i:cnained until I was in the 
hospital for an hour or so." 





~~ 90 0ma= 
MACHINE GUN AND BOMBING MATCHES AT LANGLEY FIELD 


Langley Field, Va., ‘vill be the scene of unusurl activity in September, 
when the Annual Machine Gun and Fombing Matches will be staged. This competi- 
‘tion will be perticipated in by Army Air Corns officers from most of the Pursuit, 
_ Bombardment, Attack and Observation squadrons stationed in the United States. 
whe officers selected to participate are those who made the highest expert scores 
t4n record firing practice in their respective organizations during the past year. 
van invitation is to be extended to the Secretary of the Navy to send Navy and 
‘Merine Corps pilots to pit their accuracy in machine gun fire and bombing 
‘against that of the Army personnel. 
as Aside from the Army Air Corps organizations stationed at Langley Field which 
;will be represented in the matches, it is expected that teams from other Army 
; — Corps fields in this country, aggregating some 40 officers and 31 enlisted 

men, will fly to this field, each team imbued with the determination to "bring 
e@ the bacon," Uinw 

The matches will consist of four events:- one for Pursuit pilots, the 
‘second for Attacl: and Observation pilots, the third for observers and the fourth 
for Bombers, The.winners of these events receive the ratings of Distinguished 
Aerial Gunner or Aerial Bomber and are ineligible to participate in any of the 
future annual matches. 
: -<-000——~ 


"It was a great trip. We went places, saw a lot of peor 8 and accomplish- 
ed something for aviation in this part of the world," said Capt. Joseph A. Wilson, 
~commanding the Boston Airport, in descri bing the recent good will flight of Arny 
Reserve flyers of the New England States. "And we received a great ovation 
weverywhere we went," he added. "The seven planes covered about 700 miles with- 
wut a mishap, gave a remarkable performance, and were back in their hangars in 
@ess than 10 hours. It was a good day's flying and a mission worth while; first, 
Sbecausé it gave the pilots experience, and, secondly, because it. helped stimlate 
tinterest in aviation at the fields we visited." apt. =seeen, Bt pagcae that 
‘hile the circuit of the States as the crow flies involves only 480 miles, yet 
his Eroup did so mich extra flying that it brought the total up to 700 miles of 
actual f yi Se -blo= Vo6315, A.C. 
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ALBROOK FIELD PROGRESSING 





Sy THADY progress continues at Albrool Field, Canal Zone. Under the in- 
fluence of the pick and siovel and dump trucks, the grounds around cuar- 

ters and barracks are fast assuming a finished look. ‘The tons of 

j Bersmda grass seed scattered by Lieut. Meeden on the flying field are 

still playing the role of "Watched Kettle," and the advocates of paved 


‘roiweys and landing mats are standing ready with the "I told you so." 


"Te flying field is still our chief concern," says the News Letter Corres- 
pondent, "for while it has been proven safe for any size ships in any weather, 
the mid does fly and certain areas must be avoided. It is hoped that the »res- 
ent rainy season will being forth a sufficient sod of Bermuda so that ships will 
not need a bath after every flight. Only three planes are being operated at 
present, and flying is limited to cooperative missions and necessary practice 
flights. 

The supply and engineering hangars are nearing completion, the exterior and 
partitions being finished. With the pouring of the floors they will be ready 
for use. One double hangar on the line is nearly up to the floor pouring stage, 
and the other two are slightly less advanced. 

Definite information on future construction is not available at the present 
time, but plans for a number of important technical buildings are ready and ap 
proved,and funds for their construction are exvected shortly." 

~--900—-—~— 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To Fort Crockett, Texas: Major Harry H. Young from 
Brooks Field. 

fo Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Captain George %. Polk, Jr., Randolph Field, for 
duty as Air Corps Representative, Eastern District, Materiel Division. 

To _Farksdale Field, La.: Mejor George E. Lovell, Jr., from Maxwell Field. 

DETATLEN 0) THE AIR CORPS; 2nd Lieut. Benjamin J. Webster, Coast Artillery 
Corps, and to Randolph Field, Texas, not later than Oct. 15,1932, for flying 
training. 

PROMOTIONS: Rank August 1, 1932 -- To Colonel: Lieut.~Colonel Arthur G. 
Fisher; to Lieut.-Colonel: Majors Albert L. Sneed and Walter R. Weaver; to 
Major: Captain William 0. Butler; to Captein (rank July 1, 1932): 1st Lieut. 
Melvin B. Asp; (rank July 23, 1932):lst Lieut. George C. McDonald; (rank August 
1, 1932): lst Lieuts. Peter EB. Skanse, Alfred E. Waller, Harold A. Moore, 
Malcolm N. Stewart, Odas Moon, Arthur G. Liggett, Westside T. Larson and [ewton 
Longfellow. To lst Lieutenant (rank July 1, 1932) 2nd Lieuts. Glarerncé D. Whooler, 
Walter S. Lee, Manning E. Tillery; (rank July 24, 1932) 2nd Lieut. Gerald C. 
Johnston; (rank July 26, 1932) 2nd Lieut. Elmer J. Rogers; (rank Au-ust 1,1932), 
end Lieuts. John C. Crosthwaite, Clarence $. Irvine, Relph E, Holmes, Darr H. 
Alkire, 




















From the Boston Airvort comes advice to the effect that the Air Reserve of- 
ficers wound up one of the finest years they have ever had by participating in 
night flying up to midnight on June 30, 1932. Just at dusk on this same night, 
a formation of five airplanes, all piloted by war time trained Air Reserve offi- 
cers, put on a demonstration of formation maneuvering for the benefit of the 
Crosscup Pishon Post Athletic Carnival that was perfectly timed and accurately 
flown, and made a very favorable impression with all who witnessed it. To see 
these old timers landing and ta‘sing off in close formation leads one to believe 
that there is still plenty of kick left in the old grads who have carried the 
Air Reserve Banner these many years. 

War Department orders were issued to the Commanding General, 8th Corps Area, 
to transfer 17 enlisted men of the Air Corps from Kelly Field, Texas, and 18 men 
from Randolph Field, Texas, to form the Air Corps Detachment at Barksdale 

a. The movement to be by air and to be completed prior to August 16, 1932. 

The present garrison at Barksdale Field consists of 6 officers and 8 en- 
listed men, When completed, this field will be the station of the 3rd Attack 
Wing, consisting of the 3rd Attacix Group, now at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, 
ag L6th Pursuit Group to be made active at Barksdale Field about December 
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